PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Monday, August 11, 2025
Jackson City Hall Council Chambers

The City of Jackson Planning and Zoning Commission met in regular
session on Monday, August 11, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council
Chambers of the Jackson City Hall. Attending were Planning and Zoning
Commission Chairman Nathan Peterson along with Commission
members Mike Schwartz, Chuck Dunker, Dennis Hample and Tim Beck.
Also attending was Alderman John Weland and Zoning Administrator and
Recording Secretary Dave Maschoff. (Planning Commission member
Brad Tusa was absent.) (A quorum of the Planning and Zoning Commission
was present.)

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

Chairman Nathan Peterson called the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting to order.

APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE JULY 14, 2025, PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

Peterson entertained a motion to approve the July 14, 2025, Planning and
Zoning Commission minutes.

HAMPLE/SCHWARTZ moved and it was unanimously carried to
approve the minutes from the July 14, 2025, Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting.



Discussion Items

REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE ALLOWING BACKYARD
CHICKENS

Chairman Peterson asked Maschoff if the proposed ordinance before the
Planning Commission was the word document that City Attorney Brad
Anderson had reviewed.

Maschoff said it was.

Hample asked about the wording in the ordinance that requires at least
having three acres in order to have chickens in a residential area.

Peterson pointed out that’s the wording in current animal ordinance
Chapter 93 pertaining to farm animals. He noted in Chapter 93 (C) it’s
amended to state that chickens shall be an exception to Section 93.04 (A)
pertaining to the three-acre requirement and then goes on outlining the
regulations regarding the keeping of backyard chickens in residential areas.

Hample asked if there would still be a requirement as far as a minimum
yard size in order to have chickens.

Weland explained when he originally drafted a proposed amendment to
Ordinance No. 93, he was told not to worry about lot size because it would get
too cumbersome to go out and measure yards and determine sizes.

Hample asked what if a person doesn’t want the next door neighbor to
have a chicken coop in their backyard. Hample said what if his neighbor
wants to have a chicken coop and he objects to it because he doesn’t want to
have it next door.

Schwartz noted it would be similar if your neighbor had two dogs in their
backyard.

Hample noted with chickens you have the smell.

Peterson said dogs can smell too.

Schwartz said he’s done some research regarding backyard chickens. He
said for example, in North Dakota and all the cities that he works with, every
City allows chickens and has never had a big problem with chickens
whatsoever. Schwartz said people are responsible.



Beck asked what’s going to be done if people are not responsible.

Schwartz asked what’s done if people have dogs that don’t behave, what
do you do there?

Beck said it’s hoped the Sheriff’s Office has the ability to put a halt to the
situation.

Peterson noted there’s enforcement and penalties in the amended
ordinance regarding violations pertaining to the keeping of backyard chickens.
He pointed out the violations may result in administrative fines up to $200 for
each day a violation exists, revocation of the annual City registration to have
chickens and a misdemeanor criminal citation being issued for a violation.

Hample asked who will police the regulations regarding chickens. He
asked if it will be law enforcement or City staff.

Beck said if there’s a complaint, then it better be followed up on.....not oh
well, so what.

Hample agreed with Beck.

Weland noted the City pays the County $1.2 million a year to have the
Sheriff’s Department handle code enforcement violations.

Schwartz asked why doesn’t the City have a Code Enforcement Officer.

Weland said the City does. He said it’s the Sheriff’s Department. Weland
said the City has told the Sheriff’s Department in the past that the City will call
them if a complaint is filed at City Hall. He said the Sheriff’s Department is
willing to go and actively enforce. Weland said if the Sheriff’s Department
sees something out of line; they go and enforce it. He said the City is already
paying the Sheriff’s Department to enforce the City’s codes.

Dunker said he really doesn’t have an issue with the amended ordinance
allowing backyard chickens.

Peterson said the Planning Commission has already approved the
ordinance but just needed to review the wording to make sure it’s correct
before sending it to the City Council for consideration.

Schwartz asked about the required space for each chicken.

Weland said the chicken coop requirement is to provide at least 4 square
feet per bird and there must be at least 10 square feet provided per bird for
outdoor access.



Peterson said the size of someone’s yard will dictate how many chickens
they can accommodate to meet the ordinance’s requirements. He said he’s
spoken with a couple people that are interested in having backyard chickens
but would probably only have three or four birds. Peterson noted that would
amount to four eggs a day.

Weland said once chickens start laying eggs, they will lay an egg each day
except for one week of the year when they are molting.

Schwartz said it’s unknown how many people will actually have chickens.

Hample said those that have chickens may find out how much work is
involved in taking care of them and decide not to continue having chickens.

Peterson said people who want to have backyard chickens will need to
meet the ordinance’s requirements for the chicken coop and the run area for
the chickens. He said someone wanting to have backyard chickens will need
to have those things in place before the City can issue a permit to them.

Hample asked if there would be a limit on the number of permits for
chickens the City would issue.

Peterson said a limit on permits was not included in the proposed
amended ordinance.

Hample asked if there would be a need to have a limit.

Weland said he would imagine if the City starts to issue permits and
problems arise; the City could decide not to issue any more permits and start
revoking permits for people who are out of compliance.

Peterson said he did have someone ask him if the City could limit where
chickens would be allowed in town. He said he told the person probably not.
Peterson said he doesn’t know how the City could be sectioned off to where or
not chickens would be allowed in certain portions of town.

Dunker said that could open a can of worms.

Peterson agreed.

Hample said what if a person wants to have chickens and the next door
neighbor is absolutely dead set against it, what will that neighbor do.

Peterson said the neighbor could call if there’s a violation of the chicken
ordinance. Peterson said he thinks allowing backyard chickens in town will
police itself because if someone that has chickens isn’t doing what they’re
supposed to, the neighbors aren’t going to put up with it.



Dunker said the neighbors aren’t going to put up with any smell if the
person with the chickens isn’t keeping up with taking care of matters. He said
he thinks there needs to be pretty strict enforcement and right from the
beginning.

Beck said he agreed with Dunker.

Peterson entertained a motion to move the City’s amended Chapter 93
animal ordinance to allow the keeping of backyard chickens to the City
Council for consideration.

DUNKER/SCHWARTZ moved and it was unanimously carried to move
the City’s amended Chapter 93 Animal Ordinance to allow the keeping of
backyard chickens to the City Council for consideration.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, Peterson asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting.

HAMPLE/BECK moved and it was unanimously carried to adjourn the
Planning and Zoning Commission meeting at 5:13 p.m.

David A. Maschoff, Zoning Administrator






